
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title:  The Silk Road…movement through India and China 
 
Unit Designers (Content Area, Grade Level Team): Cornish & Weymouth  
 
Level(s): Grade 6 

 
Time Span: 8-10 weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts                Mathematics            Science & Tech                 Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
 
Summary of Unit: 
Students will examine how geography and historical events have influenced the developments of the 
governments, economies and cultures of countries in Southern and Eastern Asia with a more in depth 
focus on India and China.  Throughout the unit, students will apply their knowledge and understanding of 
the five themes of geography to this region of the world.  A major focus will be on the theme of” 
movement” which will be explored through travel on the Silk Road.  Students will also focus on 
exploring the government and economy and the impact of history and geography on modern culture and 
daily life for the people of these nations.   
 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators:  
A. Applications of Social Studies Processes, Knowledge, and Skills 
A.1. Researching and Developing Positions on Current Social Studies Issues:  Students research, 

select and present a position on a current social studies issue by proposing and revising research 
questions, and locating and selecting information from multiple and varied sources.  

 b. Determine the nature and extent of information needed.  
 d. Demonstrate facility with note-taking, organizing information, and creating bibliographies.  
 h. Summarize and interpret  information found in varied sources and/or from fieldwork,   
 experiments, and interviews 
 k. Use appropriate tools, methods, and sources from government, history, geography, economics,  
 or related fields.  
 
A.2. Making Decisions Using Social Studies Knowledge and Skills:  Students make individual and 

collaborative decisions on matters related to social studies using relevant information and research 
and discussion skills.   

 a. Develop individual and collaborative decisions/plans by contributing equitably to collaborative 
 discussions, seeking individual and collaborative decisions on matters related to social studies 
 using relevant information and research and discussion skills.  
 
B. Civics and Government 
B.1. Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns of Civics/Government:   Students understand the 

basic ideals, purposes, principles, structures, and processes of constitutional government in Maine and 
the United States as well as examples of other forms of government in the world. 

 a. Explain that the study of government includes the structures and functions of government and 
 the political and civic activity of citizens.  
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 f. Compare the structures and processes of United States government with examples of other 
 forms of government.  
 
C. Economics 
C.1. Economic Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns:   Students understand the principles and 
processes of personal economics, the influence of economics on personal life and business, and the the 
economic systems of Maine, the United States, and various regions of the world. 
 a. Explain that economics is the study of how scarcity requires choices about what, how, for 
 whom, and in what quantity to produce, and how scarcity relates to market economy, 
 entrepreneurship, supply and demand, and personal finance. 
 b. Describe the functions of economic institutions and economic processes including financial 
 institutions, businesses, government, taxing, and trade.  
 c. Identify factors that contribute to personal spending and savings decisions including work, 
 wages, income, expenses, and budgets as they relate to the study of individual financial choices.  
 
D. Geography 
D.1. Geographic Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns:  Students understand the geography of 
the community, Maine, the United States, and various regions of the world and the geographic influences 
on life in the past, present, and future.  
 c. Identify the major regions of the Earth and their major physical features and political 
 boundaries using a variety of geographic tools.  
 d. Describe the impact of change, including technological change, on the physical and cultural 
 environment 
 
E. History 
E.1. Historical Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns:  Students understand major eras, major 
enduring themes, and historic influences in the history of Maine, the United States, and various regions of 
the world.  
 b. Identify and analyze major historical eras, major enduring themes, turning points, events, 
 consequences, and people in the history of Maine, the United States and various regions of the 
 world.  
 
Key Knowledge And Skills Students Will Acquire: 
Students will explain patterns of movement and how cultures expanded (people, goods and ideas). 
 
Students will be able to tell how geography and population affect economic activity.    
 
Students will understand the contributions of ancient/modern India and China and how they affected 
cultural developments.  
 
Students will understand the time line of dynasties and the evolution of current government. 
 
Students will learn about social injustices such as women’s rights, child labor, population control and 
compare these to our democratic society.   

 
How students will provide evidence of their understandings: 
Mapping Patterns of Movement   2 Parts:  5 paragraph essay and map 
Informal assessment through observations, projects, research and role playing.  
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Enduring Understandings: 
Overarching Enduring Understandings: 
 Movement of ideas is just as significant as the movement of goods and people. 
 With age comes wisdom. 
 

Unit Specific Enduring Understandings: 
 Physical geographical obstacles both naturally formed and man made deterred movement. 
 People are not treated equally based on family rank, gender, age, religious beliefs, and caste level.  

 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit:  
Overarching Essential Questions: 
 In what ways does technology impact ancient and modern cultures? 
 How are geography and population important factors in the growth of civilization? 
 Are all people created equal? 

 
Unit Specific Essential Questions: 
 Why does child labor still exist in India but is illegal? 
 Why are so many products manufactured in China? 
 What are the pros and cons of arranged marriages and dowries? 

 
Teaching And Learning Experiences Used To Help Students Understand:  
Projects that reflect the cultural diversity of both India and China: may include  
Designing henna tattoos, arranged marriages & dowries, (B1) caste system, social injustices 
(A2)(women’s rights & child labor), dragons, turtle backs, porcelain plates, (E1) Silk Road reenactment, 
(C1) Made in China data analysis, and Bollywood genre (Bride & Prejudice, Mulan).     
(A1) Researching a famous Indian person as well as Chinese innovations.  
Reading various fiction and non-fiction books. 
  
How technology will be used to increase student achievement: 
Students will use the internet (www.classzone.com)  
Students will use the internet to research caste systems and innovations.  
Various DVDs/videos on Indian and Chinese geography and culture. 
  
Instructional Resources: 
World Cultures and Geography book chapter 13 & 14. 
Reading study guides, teaching activities, modified lesson plans from above text. 
Plays and Literature such as Homeless Bird by Gloria Whelan, Manu and the Talking Fish by Roberta 
Areson,  Triumph on Everest: A Photo biography on Sir Edmond Hillary by Broughton Coburn, The Man 
Eating Tigers of Sundarbans by Sy Montgomery, Literature such as HoYi the archer and other classic 
Chinese tales by Shelly Fu.  Cool Melons turn to frogs, the life and poems of Issa by Mathew Gollub.  
The Yellow River by Kim Dramer.  
The Roosters Antlers: a story of the Chinese Zodiac by Eric Kimmel and other books by Bobby Kalman. 
www.classzone.com 
Multiple videos on Southern Asia geography and culture. 
Maps and graphs of Indian geography and culture. 
 
Recommended novels to go with this unit:   
Above grade level: 
The Sunita Experiment by Mitali Perkins (renamed in 1995 to The not-so-star-spangled Life of Sunita 
Sen.) 
Fa mulan: The story of a woman warrior by Robert D. San Souci 
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At grade level: 
Blue Jasmine by Kashmira Sheth 
Kim by Rudyard Kipling 
Homeless Bird by Gloria Whelan 
The Silk Route, 7,000 miles of history by John S. Major 
Falling Leaves: The true story of an unwanted Chinese Daughter By Adeline Yen Mah 
 
 
Low level:  
The Gold-Threaded Dress by Carolyn Marsden 
Heros, great men through the ages by Rebecca Hazell (this has a chapter on Gandhi) 
Gandhi Through a Child’s Eyes by Narayan Desai 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment, including a STANDARDS-BASED rubric or criteria for evaluation of student achievement. 
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